294                Panchapadika

Objection ; The sruti describes the self as havino
relation with many upadhis Kke^the body and the 'kshetra'
How is it you speak of ahankara alone as the upadhi?   *

Reply : The self is the 'ajnanopadhp. This is W
rakta' (affects) by the ahankara' and its 'samskara'. During
the three stages, such a self acquires many an external upa-
dhi; and the many upadhis described refer to this aspect
only. When he is said to have the 'gatagatacarana', if
only means that having this one upadhi he comes to acquire
many other upadhis.

To show that for this 'savikalpaka adhyasa' (determi-
nate superimposition) there is a ground which is 'savikal-
paka'; the explanation is given in ^smat pratyaya vishaya-
tvat\ Now Padmapada is going to show that there can be
a 'savikalpaka adhyasa" even when the gound is 'nirvika-
Ipaka9 (non-relational or non-determinate).

The self is 'adhyasarha9 not merely because it is the
object for the 'asmat pratyaya; but because it is also imm-
ediate. For, the pratyagatman (our self) is experienced by
us immediately and directly.

Objection ; But the self is always something that is

to be inferred. How can you speak of its immediacy ?

Reply : If I do not have an immediate experience of
my self, whdt is the difference between my experience and
the knowledge of my experience possessed by another PWhen
I say 'mayedam viditam' (this is known by me), I recognise
a subject in me and an object for me. This subject-object
relation cannot be apprehended by me if the self is only
inferentially cognised.